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T 
he Freedom From 
Religion Founda-
tion, a national 
state/church watch-

dog based in Madison, Wis., re-
cently sent letters of complaint 
to officials in two cities, Turlock, 
Calif. , and North Richland 
Hills, Texas , over the illegal 
practice of routinely opening city 
council meetings with Christian 
prayer. 

Area residents and taxpay-
ers alerted the Foundation, 
which has nearly 14,000 mem-
bers across the country, to the 
constitutional violation. 

Freedom From Religion 
Foundationôs Staff Attorney, Re-
becca Kratz, sent a 4-page letter 
to each mayor noting that "the 
prayerful practice at Council 
meetings runs afoul of the First 
Amendment to the United States 
Constitution because it imper-
missibly advances Christianity." 
She also argued in the letters 
that such a practice "alienates 
any non-Christians and nonbe-
lievers" by turning them into 
"political outsiders of their own 
community and government." 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled, in the 1983 Marsh v. 

Chambers decision, that govern-
ment  p rayers  mus t  be 
" n o n s e c t a r i a n ,  n o n -
denominational, led by an offici-
ant who had not been selected 
based upon any impermissible 
religious motive, and . . . ad-
dressed to the body of legisla-
tors present and no one else," 
Kratz noted. 

A similar May 21 Founda-
tion complaint in Lodi, Calif., a 
neighbor of Turlock, has caused 
great controversy and generated 
substantial news coverage. 
Kratz wrote to Turlockôs 

Mayor John Lazar: "To avoid the 
divisiveness these prayers 
cause within the communityðas 
evidenced in neighboring Tracy 

and Lodiðthe solution is simple: 
discontinue official, government 
prayers before legislative meet-
ings." 

Kratz wrote Lazar that the 
prayers at Turlockôs Council 
meetings are "rarely, if ever, non
-denominational. Each of the 
prayers reviewed end 'in Jesus' 
name.'"  

Kratz noted that in Rubin v. 
City of Burbank, a California ap-
pellate court ruled that "an invo-
cation offered to Jesus Christ 
violated the Establishment 
Clause because it conveyed the 
message that Christianity was 
being advanced over other relig-

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Prayers at City Council Meetings Unconstitutional  
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By:  The Freethinkers 
 
They are everywhere, these god 
nuts, from rural Texas counties 
to far-flung shipping ports all 
over the globe.  Mr. Freethinker, 
who captains a U.S. flagged 
container ship, relates the follow-
ing incident to Ms. Freethinker in 
a morning email: 
 
ñWe docked this morning and 
Iôve been busy with stacks of pa-
perwork all day.  Went down to 
dinner tonight (on the ship) and 
found two Jehovah's Witnesses 
camped out in the crew lounge.  
They were packing up to leave 
for the day so I didnôt have to 
kick them off.  They came 
aboard some time after lunch 
and had been here for several 
hours unbeknownst to me.  Ap-
parently, they have been making 
the rounds to proselytize on the 
US flagged ships.  They didn't 
come aboard on my last trip to 
this port, but I guarantee that 
they wonôt board this ship 
again.  They appear to be east-
ern European, 50ish, a man and 
woman,  wi th  va l id  por t 
ID's.  They belong to a regis-
tered Christian ministry that obvi-
ously has access to the 
port.  Anyway, they made their 
last trek up my gangway.ò 
 
Now, security concerns aside in 
this post-911 world, a ship in 
port to load & discharge cargo is 
not a church; it is a business.  In 
this case, it is a German-owned 
transportation business whose 
American crew has the contrac-
tual right to lunch & dinner 
breaks free of solicitors.  One 
would think that secular western 
European port officials would not 
allow god nuts to acquire valid 
port identification & security 

clearance to brazenly board any 
commercial vessel in its ports for 
the purpose of proselytizing.  
After all, what connection does 
proselytizing have to interna-
tional commerce?  None!  Mr. 
Freethinker wonders why this 
particular activity is allowed.  As 
a side note, not once in his 30-
year shipping career, has a reg-
istered atheist organization 
boarded Mr. Fôs ship to attempt 
conversion of believers among 
the crew to non-theists. 
 
Mr. F relates two more tales of 
god nuts who overstep their 
boundaries. These recent inci-
dents took place in a rural 
county just southwest of the 
Metroplex: 
 
Mr. Freethinker is running er-
rands.  He is at the bank to con-
duct the usual business and, on 
a lark, buys a roll of the new 
President Martin Van Buren $1 
coins.  Not as ñbusyò looking as 
other American coins & it 
amuses him to know that Ms. F 
will wonder why Van Burenôs 
dour puss is on the cover.  And 
newly minted coins are great for 
small talk at the local bar. 
 
Next, he stops in at the county 
offices to pay the Harleyôs an-
nual registration fee.  Being a 
friendly sort, Mr. F chats up the 
clerk behind the counter while 
she completes his paperwork.  
He pulls one of the new coins 
from his pocket for show & tellé
and the fireworks begin.  The 
clerk at another service window 
pipes up & declares, ñThat donôt 
have In God We Trust printed on 
it.  My pastor warned us about 
them devil coins!ò 
 
Mr. F looks over the coin thor-

oughly.  No grooves on the sides 
like other coins, just the printed 
words In God We Trust, E Pluri-
bus Unum, and the mint year.  
He tosses the coin across the 
desktop to the misinformed butt-
inski & says, ñSee the sides of 
this coin?  Go tell your pastor 
heôs dead wrong & to do his 
homework before spewing bull-
shit to the flock.ò  The clerk pulls 
back her hands as if the coin is 
infected with swine flu.  It 
bounces once then rolls to a 
stop in front of her. 
 
ñKeep it as a souvenir.  And you 
ladies have a nice dayò, says Mr. 
F.  The other clerk twitters & 
grins as Mr. F walks out the 
door, paid registration sticker in 
hand. 
 
Sheesh!  Nothing surprises Ms. 
Freethinker anymore, but this 
incident irritates her when she 
learns of it.  Since when is it OK 
for front line clerks to mouth off?  
Acceptable customer service 
policy consists of: Hi, howareya?  
How can I help you?  Have a 
nice day!  Next!  And whatôs with 
the religious outburst?  Who ca-
res what you or your pastor be-
lieves.  County government is a 
place of business.  Note to front 
line clerks:  Just do your job effi-
ciently & stifle the second-hand 
dogma. 
 
Ms. F has learned not to engage 
believers in religious debate.  To 
her, this is a colossal waste of 
time.  Mr. F believes otherwise.  
He will gladly engage in rational 
conversation regarding faith (or 
the lack thereof) with total 
strangers.  To wit, another inci-
dent: 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Metroplex Atheists 
New Business Meeting Location 

 

METROPLEX ATHEISTS HAS MOVED THE TIME OF ITS  

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING TO 1:00 P.M . THE 

MEETINGS ARE STILL HELD ON THE THIRD SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH . 

 

THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED AT : 

GRAPEVINE FIRE HALL  

SOUTHWEST CORNER OF HUGHES AND MERLOT AVE, 

GRAPEVINE , TX 
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Go to www.metroplexatheists.org 

The SECULAR Center ' s 
(SCUSA) mission is to do good 
in our local community by pro-
viding volunteer opportunities 
and hosting volunteer programs 
for the community of people free 
of supernatural beliefs.  This in-
cludes atheists, agnostics, skep-
tics, humanists, freethinkers, 
brights, and whatever other la-
bels we choose to apply to our-
selves.  SCUSA's long-term vi-
sion is to grow and unify the 
community of people free of su-
pernatural beliefs around doing 
good works by providing a local 
facility which will serve as a 
gathering center for the secular 
community and which will house 
educational programs for the 
general public.   
  
Since our inception earlier this 
year, SCUSA has organized 
many volunteer events in Hous-
ton including a dog walk for 
Houston Humane Society, proc-
essing materials for the Houston 
Food Bank, volunteering at an 
animal shelter and a nursing 

home, and other social and 
planning activities for the Hous-
ton community.  We work with 
the existing Houston organiza-
tions and are a member of the 
Houston Freethought Alliance.   

 The SECULAR Center's future 
plans include applying for grants 
which will allow us to offer our 
own volunteer programs out of a 
local facility in Houston.  This 
facility would also be a place 
that active Houston secular 
groups could call home.  We are 
considering expanding these 
programs into other areas such 
as Dallas, Seattle, and Califor-
nia.  Several interested parties 
from Dallas have contacted us 
and discussions with the Seattle 

groups are underway about how 
we can best serve the Seattle  
  
If you have a passion for volun-
teering or if you have a volun-
teer program idea you'd like to 
share with us, we would love to 
hear from you!  If you would like 
to support us by signing up for 
our e-mailing list, please visit 
o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.secularcenterusa.org.  You 
can also e-mail us at secular-
centerusa@gmail.com. 
  
We would really like your help to 
make the SECULAR Center a 
success!  The more volunteer 
support we have, the easier it 
will be to grow our programs 
and to receive grants for 
them.  We need to show an ac-
tive volunteer base and general 
support from the atheist commu-
nity in order to do this.  Your 
support will help the secular 
community to improve its image 
in the wider community while 
contributing to and improving 
your local community.   

 

NEW SECULAR VOLUNTEER SITE  
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ions," which renders the practice 
illegal in the state of California. 

In her Texas complaint over 
North Richland Hills prayers, 
Kratz noted that "of 37 prayers 
reviewed, 33 of them ended with 
specific references to Jesus 
Christ. Seven prayers ended 
with 'in Jesus' name.'"  

In North Richland Hills, 
Council members deliver the 
prayers, such as a typical prayer 
by Mayor Pro Tem Scott Tur-
nage, who stated: "Lord . . . 
place your hand of wisdom on 
our shoulder for the decisions 

we make here tonight . . . And 
we ask this in your sonôs name, 
Amen." 

Justice Sandra Day O'Con-
nor wrote in the Turner v. Fred-
ericksburg decision for the U.S. 
4th Circuit Court of Appeals (a 
decision let stand this spring by 
the Supreme Court) that: "[t]he 
restriction that prayers be non-
sectarian in nature is designed 
to make the prayers accessible 
to the people who come from a 
variety of backgrounds, not to 
exclude or disparage a particu-
lar faith." 

Annie Laurie Gaylor, Foun-
dation co-president, in an addi-
tional letter to the Turlock City 
Council, wrote: "Prayers are un-
necessary, inappropriate, and 
divisive. Calling upon Council 
members and citizens to rise 
and pray (even silently) is coer-
cive, embarrassing and beyond 
the scope of secular city govern-
ment." 

The Foundation has called 
upon both city councils to imme-
diately end the illegal and un-
constitutional prayers at govern-
ment meetings. 

 

(Prayers from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

ęQuestion with bold-

ness even the existence 

of a god; because if 

there be one he must 

approve of the homage 

of reason more than 

that of blindfolded 

fear.Ě 

-Thomas Jefferson, letter to Peter 

Carr, August 10, 1787  

 

Metroplex Atheists: 

No fire and 

brimstone required 
www.metroplexatheists.org 
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ings for those of similar worldviews. We 

are affiliated with American Atheists, 

Atheists Alliance International and the 

Dallas Fort Worth Coalition of Reason. 
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In September we held a protest of North Richland Hills 
city councilôs practice of starting each meeting with a 
Christian prayer. This followed their inaction after email 
complaints by one of our membersô, a NRH resident , 
and by a four page letter sent to the council by the Free-
dom From Religion Foundationôs legal staff telling them 
their practice is unconstitutional.  About 25 of us protest-
ers were ñopposedò by around 200 counter protesters.  
One can only assume their religious affiliation.  There 
was some back and forth hollering but basically things 
were fairly peaceful. 

We had very good media coverage so it was very suc-
cessful.  We made the news that day on Channel 4 at 
9:00 and on Channel 11 at 6:00 and 10:00.  The cover-
age seemed pretty fair to me.  We also made some new 
friends in the media and let the believerôs know we are 
still around. 

Weôre going to let them know weôre still around again in 
December when we coordinate the DFW Coalition of 
Reasonôs bus sign campaign with Harvard Humanist 
Chaplin Greg Epsteinôs book tour to the Metroplex.  He 
will be promoting his new book Good Without God, What 
a Billion Nonreligious People Do Believe.   Our signs will 
carry a ñGood Without Godò theme.  Contributions to the 
campaign can be made on our website by clicking on the 
ñDonateò link under the ñDonate to the Metroplex 
Atheists Billboard Fund for the DFW Coalition of 

Reason!ò 

Unfortunately weôre going to have to find a different loca-
tion for our winter solstice party.  With the increasing 
size of the party each year Randy and his family have 
increased concerns about the visibility of their family re-
treat and to a lesser extent (but still important) the wear 
and tear on the place.  Their ranch is first and foremost a 
family retreat and they felt that to keep it that way they 
had to make the difficult decision.  The good part is that 

(Continued on page 8) 
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It is Sunday afternoon & Mr. 
Freethinker is out for a ride on 
the Harley.  He stops in at the 
local sports bar in the largest 
town in this rural county.  Nas-
car roars on the flat screens 
above the bar.  A news clip rolls 
by at the bottom of the screen 
rehashing the Somali pirate inci-
dent.  A guy at the bar strikes up 
a conversation with Mr. F re-
garding the subjects at hand:  
Nascar, beer, pirates & U.S. 
military snipers.  They talk for 
ten minutes or so.  Seems like 
an intelligent fellow.  His wife, 
however, is a piece of work.  
After downing beer #5, sheôs in 
between her spouse & Mr. F de-
manding to know: 
 
ñJust what do ya think makes 
this country great, huh?ò 
 
She is so close to Mr. Fôs face, 
he can smell her sour breath.  
This esoteric question comes 
out of the clear blue sky & has 
nothing at all to do with Nascar, 
beer, Somali pirates, or U.S. 
military snipers.  Mr. F thinks for 
a moment then replies: 
 
ñWell, Iôd have to say itôs be-
cause here in the U.S., we have 
the rule of law & protection of 
intellectual property rights.ò 
 
ñUh, nooo!ò says she.  ñItôs be-
cause God is on Americaôs side.  
This country was founded on 
God.   Itôs God who makes this 
country great.ò 
 
ñNow honey, donôt startò, says 
the spouse. 
 
Too late!  Her last remark is a 

gauntlet thrown to the ground at 
Mr. Fôs feet.  He cannot resist a 
rational debate with a true be-
liever.  He orders another beer.  
And let the games begin, Mr. F 
thinks to himself.  This wretched 
wench is going down in flames. 
 
 Says Mr. F to the wench, 
ñYour premise that the U.S. was 
founded on God is based on 
what ï the Federalist papers or 
the text of the Constitution oré
what?ò 
 

  
ñHuh?ò she slurs.  Her eyes are 
glazed.  ñI donôt even know what 
youôre talkinô about.ò 
 
No surprise there.  She is clearly 
beer-buzzed & steeped in igno-
rance of U.S. history. 
  
Mr. F continues: 
ñYou might want to read Ameri-
can Gospel by Jon Meacham.  It 
covers separation of church & 
state and how that came to be in 
this country.  It tells who of our 
founding fathers were deists, 
theists, and freethinkers.  Give it 
a try; itôs an easy read.ò 
 
Even for you, Mr. F thinks to 

himself. 
 
She slams her palm flat on the 
bar between spouse & Mr. F.  
The other patrons are watching 
now, even Alex the bartender. 
 
ñYou think youôre so smart, but 
you got no faith!  Youôre goinô to 
hell!ò the wench sputters. 
 
To which Mr. F replies, 
ñActually, I have extreme faith in 
my ability to reason & think logi-
cally, even after a few beers.ò 
 
And here the spouse finally 
chimes in & says: 
 
ñDonôt mind her.  Sheôs the 
daughter of a Baptist minister.  I 
put up with this shit from her & 
her family all the time.  Honey, 
go smoke a cigarette, willya 
please!ò 
 
The wench staggers to her feet 
& lumbers toward the bathroom 
mumbling to herself about god-
lessness. 
 
Hi-de-ho, time to go!  Mr. F juts 
out his right hand to the spouse 
& says, ñHey man, nice talking 
to ya!ò  They shake hands & the 
spouse says, ñYeah, back at 
ya.ò 
 
Mr. F rides back to the casa & 
relates this tale to Ms. Free-
thinker.  Just more fodder for the 
Metroplex Atheist newsletter, 
she muses. 
 
Yes, drunk or sober, god nuts 
are everywhere. 
 
 

(God Nuts from page 2) 

ñWent down to dinner 

tonight (on the ship) 

and found two 

Jehovah's Witnesses 

camped out in the 

crew loungeò 

Looking for speakers to discuss Atheism? 

 
To arrange a speaking engagement, please email the Metroplex Atheist Director: 

director@metroplexatheists.org 
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Metroplex Atheistsô bylaws call 
for us to educate ourselves and 
the general public about the na-
ture and vital importance of the 
separation of governments and 
religions as required by the first 
amendment of the United States 
Constitution. 

Public education is necessary 
because, unfortunately, much of 
the believing public wonôt read 
history to learn of the truly awful 
things that happen to govern-
ments, religions and to people 
when the church controls the 
state. Or possibly they read his-
tory but wonôt see past their be-
liefs to accept the lessons that 
history teaches. Or perhaps 
their hearts have become so 
hardened by the hate their faith 
has taught them that they donôt 
care who gets hurt, only that 
their own belief-centered intoler-
ance becomes the law of the 
land. 

Weôd like believers to learn that, 
although they see no harm in 
ñunder godò in our pledge or ñin 
god we trustò on our coins, we 
view these things very differ-
ently.  

Where they see school children 
(or city council members) saying 
innocent prayers, we see intimi-
dating indoctrination.  Where 
they see an innocuous bow to 
their alleged creator, we see in-
sidious propaganda moving us 
slowly towards theocratic disas-

ter.  Where they see a smooth 
wall of uniformity, we see the 
hole in the dyke.    

And we know, without someone 
putting their metaphorical finger 
in that hole, it will grow, through 
the apathy and irrationality of 
the general population, through 
the ignorance and Constitutional 
indifference of a misguided judi-
ciary and through the active ex-
panding of the hole by those 
who want the dyke destroyed, 
so that we will all become inun-
dated with the religiousness that 
is supposed to, according to 
Thomas Jefferson, remain on 
the other side of that wall.  

We would also like believers to 
become aware that when relig-
ion takes over, the heretic is 
treated no better than the athe-
ist.  Perhaps they should con-
sider the question, whose relig-
ion will rule the state?   

But some say ñIt canôt happen 
here.ò  When I hear that, I am 
reminded of a scene in Kathe-
rine Anne Porterôs ñShip of 
Foolsò.  On a German ship be-
fore the Second World War, a 
group of German Jews are dis-
cussing their alarm at the rise of 
Nazis.  One of the older, wealthy 
merchants laughs as he asks, 
ñWhat can Hitler do, kill us all?ò  
Those of us who read history 
and take it seriously never say, 
ñIt canôt happen hereò.  

Even if we ignore history we can 
see present day horrors experi-
enced by abused citizens of 
countries where religion is law.  
The question then becomes, 
whose religious law creates 
heretics to be persecuted and 
killed by the state. 

So we seek to meet with believ-
ers who share our concerns, to 
put aside our differences and 
work together to keep our be-
loved country free for all, reli-
gious or not.  We want to alert 
believers, and perhaps even 
non-believers, who havenôt yet 
seen the alarmingly increasing 
size of the hole in the dyke.  
Weôd like everyone to be aware 
of the history of profound suffer-
ing experienced by all people 
when religious law becomes civil 
law.  And when no one will lis-
ten, we will protest.   

Our founding fathers created a 
document that has served us 
well for over two hundred years.  
They were well aware of the 
dangers of holy wars because 
the recent history of their own 
homeland was one of destruc-
tion, suffering and death caused 
by religious sects trying to gain 
and hold political power.   

They joined together to create 
freedom.  We join together to 
help maintain that freedom.   

Terry McDonald 
Chairman   

 

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION 

SEPARATE  

 

Do you know of any Church/State separation violations? 
 

Some things to look for are the posting of the ten commandment in public (government) buildings including 

public school buildings, city parks, municipal buildings, and libraries. 

 

To voice your concerns, please email the Metroplex Atheist Director: 

director@metroplexatheists.org 
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Sinful Spinach Salad 
 

From Ms. Freethinker 

  
Ingredients:  
1 bag of baby spinach leaves  
3 green onions, sliced, white part only  
3 boiled eggs, sliced  
6 slices of smoked  bacon, cooked & chopped 

into  bits 
Green onion dressing (see below)  
  
Green Onion Dressing:  
1/3 cup white vinegar  
1/4 to 1/3 cup sugar (depends on your sweet tooth)  
1/4 tsp dry mustard  
1/3 cup light vegetable oil  
3 green onion tops, chopped or sliced into small 

pieces  
  
Liquefy all dressing ingredients in a blender.  
Pour onto salad & toss.  
Garnish with croutons if desired  
 

the memories and pictures of the solstice parties 
we did have at their place will be lasting.   

Iôd like to encourage all who can to attend the 
Texas Freethought Convention on Saturday, No-
vember 14, 2009 in San Antonio.  Speakers in-
clude physicist and philosopher Victor Stenger, 
author of many books including God: The Failed 
Hypothesis;  Dan Barker, Co-president of the Free-
dom of Religion Foundation and author of Losing 
Faith In Faith: From Preacher To Atheist; Stuart 
Bechman, president of Atheist Alliance Interna-
tional and Kathleen Johnson, vice president of 
American Atheists and founder of the Military As-
sociation of Atheists and Freethinkers.  Itôs a great 
line up for a state convention.   

The DFW Coalition of Reason is planning on host-
ing the 2010 convention but nontheists groups in 

the Houston area are planning to challenge us by 
showing that they deserve to have it in Houston 
because they have more interested and enthusias-
tic people at this yearôs convention.  Iôd like to 
show them our interest and enthusiasm is second 
to none.  For convention details go to 

www.texasfreethoughtconvention.com    

Based on the feedback I receive, Metroplex Athe-
ists continues to be a magnet for nonbelievers both 
in and out of ñthe closetò.  Our Wednesday meet-
ings attract a wide variety of atheists and others 
interested in the kinds of free and open discus-
sions that always occur there.  Since we have so 
many interesting things going on, our Sunday 
meetings are lively and stimulating.  Letôs keep up 
the good work.  What?!?  We were just being our-
selves???  OK, letôs do that then. 

Terry 

(Chairman from page 5) 

Pros at work preparing for the NRH city council prayer protest 

Crusaders praying for the heathens at the NRH prayer protest 


