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TFC 2010 COMING TO DFW 

T 
he third Texas Free-
thought Convention 
(TFC) will be held in 
the DFW Metroplex 

in the Fall of 2010.   
Previous conventions were 

held in Austin in 2008 and in 
San Antonio in 2009.  Atten-
dance more than doubled in the 
second year to over 200.  This 
seems to indicate that Bible Belt 
Texas may be participating in 
the growing number of nonthe-
ists that are coming out all over 
the U. S. and worldwide.   If this 
continues the DFW convention 
could host around 500 nonthe-
ists making it the largest re-
gional convention in the U. S. for 
non-believers.  Not bad for the 
ñBible Belt.ò 

The 2009 convention fea-
tured speakers (left to right in 
the picture), Claire Wuellner, 
Center for Inquiry, Dan Barker, 
Co-President Freedom From 
Religion Foundation, Dr. Victor 
Stenger,  physicist  and author, 
Stuart Beckman, President of 
Atheist Alliance International, 
and Kathleen Johnson, Vice 
President of American Atheists.  
All participated in a Q & A panel 
towards the end of the conven-
tion. 

The Dallas Fort Worth Coali-
tion of Reason (DFWCoR) booth 
was manned by volunteers who 
passed out member groupôs lit-
erature and answered questions 
about the Coalition.  They also 
took donations for Camp Quest 
and sold Camp Quest T-shirts 

and tote bags made by 
DFWCoR volunteers from ñDonôt 
Believe in Godò billboard vinyl 
used in the 2009 DFW billboard 
ads.  Profits from tote bag sales 
will be used to place signs on 
buses in Dallas and Fort Worth 
in the spring of 2010 using a 
ñGood Without Godò theme.   

The $25 convention registra-
tion fee included admission, 
beer, wine, other beverages and 
snacks.  Entertainment was pro-
vided by volunteer atheist musi-
cal duo Safety Limitless and a 
mariachi band as well as Dan 
Barker performing some of his 
original atheist music.  Of 
course we cannot forget the 
partying that went down at the 
hotel both before and after the 

(TFC on  page 6) 

DFWCOR booth at 2009 TFC in San Antonio TFC Guest Speakers at the Q & A Session 
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A 
n appointment with Ms. 
Freethinkerôs hair-
dresser is not to be 
missed.  She intends to 

call the studio to confirm her ap-
pointment, but she us running 
late.  She rushes out the door to 
begin the hour and a half trek to 
see Thomas in his Arlington stu-
dio ï the back rooms at Down-
town Coffee Haus.  Seems odd 
that Ms. F did not receive the 
usual email from Thomas to con-
firm her appointment. 
 
When she arrives at the Down-
town Coffee Haus, Ms. F de-
cides to enter the studio via the 
back door, but it is locked.  Un-
usual, but oh well, she will enter 
through the front door.  She is 
already late, what could another 
two minutes hurt?  Thomas 
knows that Ms. F is the on-time 
sort.  She is certain he will for-
give her this one-time transgres-
sion.   
 
The greeting bells chime as Ms. 
F enters the front door.  The pa-
trons sip espresso, tap on lap-
tops, and manipulate I-phone 
apps whilst XM Channel 51 (The 
Coffee House) plays in the back-
ground.  Thomas Jr., who man-
ages his fatherôs Coffee Haus, is 
not behind the front counter.  
How odd.  She walks back to the 
studio.  Thomas is nowhere in 
sight.  Oh wait!  Did Thomas al-
ready move down the street to 
the historic Vandergriff building?  
Noéno, she is certain that Tho-
mas told her last month during a 
double process color session 
that the studio and Coffee Haus 
are to move together to their 
new digs in 2010.  Relieved to 
know that she is not the only one 

late around here, Ms. F walks to 
the front counter and asks the 
barista where the Thomasii are 
hiding.  
 
The woman hesitates then asks, 
"You want Senior or Junior?ò   
 
ñSenior.  Heôs not in his studio.ò 
 
The look on the baristaôs face is 
grim.  ñOh, you don't know?ò 
says she. ñThomas Sr. passed 
away a couple of weeks ago.  
Thanksgiving Day.  Heart at-
tack.  We tried to contact all his 
clients buté" 
  
Mercy!  Ms. F was not expecting 
to hear that.  Her brain proc-
esses this news in slow motion.  
She is numb.  She understands 
that her pal is gone and is will 
never again perform his artistry 
on her curly locks. 
 
She sits down at a small café 
table.  How can this be?  Tho-
mas was only 53, not an ounce 
of fat on him.  She looks around 
the room at the murals, jars of 
coffee beans, the teas, and the 
pastry display.  Oh, she will miss 
Thomas and this place, the pa-
trons, the steaming cups of ex-
otic tea, and the chicken salad 
sandwiches. 
  
Ms. F sighs, rises from the chair, 
and leaves the shop.  She walks 
back to her car and sits for a 
while to sort herself out.  The 
next errand on Ms. Fôs list is to 
return some Land's End mail or-
der clothes to Sears at The 
Parks mall.  She drives to the 
mall. 
 
At the conclusion of the return 

transaction, Ms. F asks the clerk 
where the public restroom is lo-
cated in the store. 
 
ñDownstairs, in lawn & gardenò, 
says she. 
 
Ms. F thanks the clerk and 
heads toward Lawn & Garden.  
She enters the ladies restroom, 
selects a stall, locks the door, 
sits on the toilet, and sobs for a 
good 10 minutes.  The tears are 
cleansing. 
 
She exits the stall and looks at 
her reflection in the bathroom 
mirror.  A raccoon stares back at 
her.  Canôt walk through a shop-
ping mall looking distraught.  
That attracts unwanted attention.  
She pulls herself together with 
soap, water, and toilet tissue.  
The puffy eyes will be with her 
for the remainder of the day.  Itôs 
cloudy outside, but Ms. F puts 
on dark glasses to hide her 
eyes. 
  
The walk to her car is short.  The 
seat is cold.  She pulls down the 
visor and looks at herself in the 
mirror.  Ms. F sees a shaggy 
dog.  She wonders what to do 
about her hair. Ms. F is con-
vinced that men are better hair-
dressers than women whilst 
women are better doctors than 
men.  She doubts there is any-
one in G-town that she is willing 
to let touch her hair.  Men are 
barbers in rural areas, not hair-
dressers.  And barbers are not 
artistes, nor to they have female 
clients. 
 
Ms. F is in no mood to complete 
her errand list today.  She 

(Bad Hair on page 5) 

A Freethinkerôs Bad Hair Day 



Metroplex Atheists 
 Business Meeting Location 

 

METROPLEX ATHEISTS MEETS AT 1:00 P.M . THE 

MEETINGS ARE  HELD ON THE THIRD SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH . 

 

THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED AT : 

GRAPEVINE FIRE HALL  

SOUTHWEST CORNER OF HUGHES AND MERLOT AVE, 

GRAPEVINE , TX 
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Go to www.metroplexatheists.org 

 

 The Dallas/Fort Worth Coalition of Reason  (DFWCoR.org) is a group of local organizations joined 
together to increase the growth, visibility and acceptance of nontheists throughout the Metroplex. 

 
While all of these organizations share common ground, each has its own particular emphasis and at-
mosphere. Some are focused on scientific inquiry and education; others are focused on ethics and 
community. Still others seek to create environments of rationality where people can socialize in cli-
mates of tolerance and support. All organizations are committed to promoting wider acceptance of a 
more rational and realistic view of the universe and the humans who live in it. 

 

METROPLEX ATHEISTS  

DALLAS -ATHEIST PLANO MEETUP  

FREETHINKERS OF UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS ðARLINGTON  

HUMANIST ASSOCIATION OF FORT WORTH  

FELLOWSHIP OF FREETHOUGHT  

FREETHINKERS OF FORT WORTH MEETUP GROUP  

DALLAS BRIGHTS  

NORTH TEXAS CHURCH OF FREETHOUGHT  

CAMP QUEST 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS FREETHOUGHT ALLIANCE  

ATHEISTS, SKEPTICS AND HUMANISTS AT UT DALLAS  

NORTH TEXAS SKEPTICS 

THE DENTON ATHEIST MEETUP GROUP  

FREETHINKERS OF EAST TEXAS  



 
METROPLEX 

ATHEISTS 
 

Officers  

Terry McDonald ï Chairman 

Randy Word ï Vice Chairman 

John Hattan ï Secretary 

Colin Sewards ï Treasurer 

 

Board of Directors  

John Hattan 

Colin Sewards 

James Hardwick 

Richard óDickô Hogan 

 

Librarian  

Terry McDonald 

 

Editor  

Randy Word 

 

Membership Chair  

Libba Murphey 

 

Sergeant at Arms  

John Hattan 

 

AAI Representatives  

Colin Sewards 

Larry McHam 

 

About  

Metroplex Atheists is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organized for the purpose of educa-

tion, maintaining Constitutional separation 

of government and religion, protection of 

atheistsô rights and to provide social meet-

ings for those of similar worldviews. We 

are affiliated with American Atheists, 

Atheists Alliance International and the 

Dallas Fort Worth Coalition of Reason. 
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My wife is a big fan of perennials, those plants that 
donôt have to be planted each year but come back year 
after year.  Iôve noticed over the years that some, for vari-
ous reasons, donôt make it to the second year and some 
struggle for several years.  But if the plant is right for our 
areaôs soil and climate and gets enough water, they do 
well in the second year.  And the third yearéthe third 
yearéthatôs when they have built up their roots and can 
put up a display of growth that can make all the work, and 
the water bills, worth the effort. 

  
Iôm beginning to think that human activity is more 

ñorganicò than we realize. 
  
Years ago a friend from high school volunteered to 

chair the ñFall Festivalò, an outdoor event that raised 
money for the Catholic school our kids attended.  When I 
wished him success he said that the festival was so well 
established that the only way it would fail is if it rained that 
weekend.  Obviously it was well past itôs ñthird yearò. 

  
It did my old heart good when Metroplex Atheists 

members attendance at the 2009 Texas Freethought Con-
vention (itôs second year) increased at a much greater per-
centage than the convention itself (it more than doubled to 
over 200).  While those who attended in 2008 were 
pleased at the growth, some newcomers expressed disap-
pointment because they were expecting a much larger 
group.  I hope theyôre not disappointed in 2010. 

  
It is my opinion that this ñthird yearò of the annual event 

can be a year of breakout ñorganicò success.  The roots 
have been established, the convention will be in this area, 
an area with a large population and home to many active 
nontheists groups.  I think these groups working together 
under the umbrella of the Dallas Fort Worth Coalition of 
Reason are capable of creating an event that can rival the 
impact of conventions of national nontheists 
groups.  Imagine a large and active meeting that attracts 
the attention of local, and possibly national, television, 
newspapers and other media.  A meeting that makes 

(Chair on page 6) 
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makes the hour and a half drive 
home. 
    
Back at the casa, Ms. F 
searches for Thomas in the Star
-Telegram obituaries.  She 
reads the guest book comments 
and finds that he was (gasp!) a 
Sunday school teacher at First 
Baptist Church in Arlington.  The 
comments vary, but Ms. F 
senses a Christian theme going 

on here.  One client says that ñit 
was heavenly to get hair, es-
presso, and prayer all in the 
same place.ò  Wow!  Who 
k n e w ?   T h o m a s 
never attempted to pray with 
Ms. F or witness the glory of his 
god.  But then, the topic of relig-
ion never came up.  He kept his 
dogma to himself with her.  
S i g h !   S u c h  a  n i c e 
man.  Friendly.  Unassuming.  
Professional.  A true artiste.  Ms. 

F misses him. 
 
It is true that a womanôs Ob-

gyn and hairdresser are sacro-
sanct. Makes Ms. F sound like a 
believer. How ironic is that? 
 
Rest in peace, my friend. 
 
Yours truly, 
Ms. Freethinker 
 

(Bad Hair from page 2) 

1. The Cosmological Argu-

ment  

1. Everything that exists 
must have a cause. 

2. The universe must have a 
cause (from 1). 

3. Nothing can be the cause 
of itself. 

4. The universe cannot be 
the cause of itself (from 3).  

5. Something outside the 
universe must have caused the 
universe (from 2 & 4).  

6. God is the only thing that 
is outside of the universe.  

7. God caused the universe 
(from 5 & 6).  

8. God exists.  

FLAW 1: can be crudely put: 
Who caused God? The Cosmo-

logical Argument is a prime ex-
ample of the Fallacy of Passing 
the Buck: invoking God to solve 
some problem, but then leaving 
unanswered that very same 
problem when applied to God 
himself. The proponent of the 
Cosmological Argument must 
admit a contradiction to either 
his first premise ð and say that 
though God exists, he doesn't 
have a cause ð or else a con-
tradiction to his third premise ð 
and say that God is self-caused. 
Either way, the theist is saying 
that his premises have at least 
one exception, but is not ex-
plaining why God must be the 
unique exception, otherwise 
than asserting his unique mys-
tery (the Fallacy of Using One 
Mystery To Pseudo-Explain An-
other). Once you admit of ex-
ceptions, you can ask why the 
universe itself, which is also 
unique, can't be the exception. 
The universe itself can either 
exist without a cause, or else 

can be self-caused . Since the 
buck has to stop somewhere, 
why not with the universe? 

FLAW 2: The notion of 
"cause" is by no means clear, 
but our best definition is a rela-
tion that holds between events 
that are connected by physical 
laws. Knocking the vase off the 
table caused it to crash to the 
floor; smoking three packs a day 
caused his lung cancer. To ap-
ply this concept to the universe 
itself is to misuse the concept of 
cause, extending it into a realm 
in which we have no idea how to 
use it. This line of skeptical rea-
soning, based on the incoherent 
demands we make of the con-
cept of cause, was developed 
by David Hume. 

COMMENT: The Cosmologi-
cal Argument, like the Argument 
from the Big Bang, and The Ar-
gument from the Intelligibility of 

(Arguments on page 7) 

3 of 36 Arguments For God  

"This article has been reprinted from the Huffington Post with permission from the author.  Landon 

Ross is a contributor to the Huffington Post, principal founder of www.RationalApe.com, and Los An-

geles based artist." 

This is an ongoing series 

http://www.rationalape.com/
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Corrupting Poppyseed Chicken 
 

From Gay Hopton-Jones 

  

2 lbs. chicken breasts, cooked and cut into bite sized 
pieces 

8 oz. sour cream 

1 can cream of mushroom soup 

1 1/2 C. crushed butter cracker crumbs (use Pepperidge 
Farm Butterfly Crackers or Town House Crackers, I prefer 
the Pepperidge Farm but they are sometimes hard to find-
-ask for them) 

1 stick unsalted butter, melted 

2 T. poppyseeds 

  

     Combine sour cream and soup.  Mix with chicken and 
place in casserole dish.  Combine crumbs, melted butter, 
and poppyseeds.  Sprinkle over top of chicken.  Bake, un-
covered at 325 for 45 minutes. 

convention.  Thanks in particular 
to Zach Moore for hosting a 
great post convention party. 

Metroplex Atheists is looking 
forward to doing its part working 
with all DFWCoR member 
groups and the TFC Board of 
Directors to make the 2010 TFC 
event the best yet.  To make this 
the largest and best convention 
so far we will need volunteers 
throughout the year, from plan-
ning and organizing to help with 
the operations during the actual 
convention.  We are open to any 
and all ideas no matter how far 
fetched they may seem.  If you 
would like to be a volunteer or 
offer ideas please send an email 
to: 

 
   Director@MetroplexAtheists.org 
 

SEE YOU ALL AT THE 
CONVENTION 

 

(TFC  from page 1) 

mainstream Christians sit up 
and take notice and angers 
a l a r m e d  F u n d a m e n t a l -
ists.  ñWhat is this large group of 
non-believers doing meeting in 
our precious Bible Belt?ò 

  
Perhaps Iôm too optimis-

tic.  Maybe weôll just have an 
ordinary get together where we 
hear some first-rate speakers 
and have a good time visiting 
and making new friends with 
other rational people. 

  
That would be fine but I want 

more.  I want the 2010 Texas 
Freethought Convention to be 
so successful it becomes estab-
lished as an event that is as im-
mune to failure as the ñfestivalò 
in the above example, only vul-
nerable to the weather. 

 To that end Iôm asking for 
help from Metroplex Atheists 

(Corner from page 4) 

members, Dallas Fort Worth 
Coalition of Reason members 
and any others who share my 
view of the tremendous impact 
we can make for positive good 
with a very successful meeting 
of atheists, agnostics, human-
ists, freethinkers, skeptics and 
whatever else we call our-
selves.  We need volunteers 
now and throughout the 
year.  Letôs make it a banner 
year! 

  
Terry 

 

 

 

Looking for speakers to discuss 

Atheism? 

 
To arrange a speaking engagement, please 

email the Metroplex Atheist Director: 

director@metroplexatheists.org 
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the Universe, are expressions of 
our cosmic befuddlement at the 
question: why is there some-
thing rather than nothing? The 
late phi losopher Sydney 
Morgenbesser had a classic re-
sponse to this question: "And if 
there were nothing? You'd still 
be complaining!"  

2. The Ontological Argu-

ment  

1. Nothing greater than God 
can be conceived (this is stipu-
lated as part of the definition of 
"God"). 

2. It is greater to exist than 
not to exist. 

3 . If we conceive of God as 
not existing, then we can con-
ceive of something greater than 
God (from 2).  

4. To conceive of God as not 
existing is not to conceive of 
God (from 1 and 3).  

5. It is inconceivable that 
God not exist (from 4).  

6. God exists. 

This argument, first articu-
lated by Saint Anselm (1033-
1109), the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, is unlike any other, pro-
ceeding purely on the concep-
tual level. Everyone agrees that 
the mere existence of a concept 
does not entail that there are 
examples of that concept; after 
all, we can know what a unicorn 
is and at the same time say 
"unicorns don't exist." The claim 
of the Ontological Argument is 
that the concept of God is the 
one exception to this rule. The 
very concept of God, when de-
fined correctly, entails that there 
is something that satisfies that 
concept. Although most people 
suspect that there is something 

wrong with this argument, it's 
not so easy to figure out what it 
is.  

FLAW:  It was Immanuel 
Kant who pinpointed the fallacy 
in the Ontological Argument: it is 
to treat "existence" as a prop-
erty, like "being fat" or "having 
ten fingers." The Ontological 
Argument relies on a bit of word-
play, assuming that "existence" 
is just another property, but logi-
cally it is completely different. If 
you really could treat "existence" 
as just part of the definition of 
the concept of God, then you 
could just as easily build it into 
the definition of any other con-
cept. We could, with the wave of 
our verbal magic wand, define a 
trunicorn as "a horse that (a) 
has a single horn on its head, 
and (b) exists." So if you think 
about a trunicorn, you're thinking 
about something that must, by 
definition, exist; therefore truni-
corns exist. This is clearly ab-
surd: we could use this line of 
reasoning to prove that any fig-
ment of our imagination exists.  

COMMENT: Once again, 
Sydney Morgenbesser had a 
pertinent remark, this one of-
fered as an Ontological Argu-
ment for God's Non-Existence: 
Existence is such a lousy thing, 
how could God go and do it?  

3. The Argument from De-

sign  

A. The Classical Teleologi-

cal Argument  

1. Whenever there are 
things that cohere only because 
of a purpose or function (for ex-
ample, all the complicated parts 
of a watch that allow it to keep 
time), we know that they had a 
designer who designed them 
with the function in mind; they 
are too improbable to have 

arisen by random physical proc-
esses. (A hurricane blowing 
through a hardware store could 
not assemble a watch.) 

2. Organs of living things, 
such as the eye and the heart, 
cohere only because they have 
a function (for example, the eye 
has a cornea, lens, retina, iris, 
eyelids, and so on, which are 
found in the same organ only 
because together they make it 
possible for the animal to see.) 

3. These organs must have 
a designer who designed them 
with their function in mind: just 
as a watch implies a watch-
maker, an eye implies an eye-
maker (from 1 & 2).  

4. These things have not 
had a human designer.  

5. Therefore, these things 
must have had a non-human 
designer (from 3 & 4).  

6. God is the non-human 
designer (from 5).  

7. God exists. 

FLAW: Darwin showed how 
the process of replication could 
give rise to the illusion of design 
without the foresight of an actual 
designer. Replicators make cop-
ies of themselves, which make 
copies of themselves, and so 
on, giving rise to an exponential 
number of descendants. In any 
finite environment the replicators 
must compete for the energy 
and materials necessary for rep-
lication. Since no copying proc-
ess is perfect, errors will eventu-
ally crop up, and any error that 
causes a replicator to reproduce 
more efficiently than its competi-
tors will result in that line of rep-
licators predominating in the 
population. After many genera-
tions, the dominant replicators 
will appear to have been de-

(Arguments from page 5) 

(Arguments on page 10) 



 

Atheis ts are Coming to a Restaurant  Near You 
 

Since you canôt come to a Metroplex Atheist event, why not have Metroplex Atheist events come to you? 

 

We now have a Metroplex Atheists Meetïup Group on www.meetup.com. Over the years weôve had many folks lament 

that they couldnôt come to a MA social event because of time/location of our normal Wednesday get together. 

 

Why not start one of your own? 

 
If you have a good meeting place and youôre willing to show up to be 

somewhat of a host, then just contact Metroplex Atheists and we can put an 

announcement out on the web. 

 

All it takes is for you to say, ñHey, why donôt we meet at X?ò and show up! 

 

Weôd like to have a number of social groups that meet informally (because, 

letôs face it, the business meetings are only just so much fun). The real fun lies 

in meeting other like minded people. 

 

Where do YOU want to meet up? 

. 

Business Meeting  

 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING: 
What: Meeting to decide general business of the group and to 

discuss current events 

Date: Third Sunday of the month 

Time: 1:00 PM ï 3:00 PM 

Place: Grapevine Fire Hall, Hughes and Merlot, Grapevine, Tx 

 

Social Meetings  

 

DALLAS / PLANO ATHEIST MEETUP DAY: 
What: Meet with other local Atheists to talk about your beliefs 

Date: Every Tuesday 

Time: 7:00 PM 

Place: TBA; For locations near you visit: atheists.meetup.com 

 

MA ATHEIST MEETUP: 
What: óMy dinner with Atheists,ô social time with a bunch of 

heathens 

Date: 2nd, 3rd, 4th, (& 5th) Wednesday 

Time: 6:00 PM ï 9:00 PM 

Place: J. Gilliganôs Bar & Grill (Meet on the grill side) 

400 E. Abram Street 

Arlington, TX 

 

MA ATHEIST MEETUP: 
What: óMy dinner with Atheists,ô social time with a bunch of 

heathens 

Date: 1st Wednesday of the Month 

Time: 6:00 PM ï 9:00 PM 

Place: Blue Danube 

2230 West Park Row 

Pantego, TX 

 

INFIDELõS BASH - WINTER SOLSTICE PARTY 

What: Join us for a fun and food with fellow atheists. 

- Continue checking our website for Date, Time and Place 

www.metroplexatheists.org 

 

To have your events listed email:  

The Atheist Voice Editor at 

editor@metroplexatheists.org 
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Upc om i ng  Events  

 

THE ATHEIST VOICE is a quarterly publication of Metroplex Atheists. 

For more information, please visit our website: www.metroplexatheists.org 

To submit an article or letter to the editor, please email us. 

The Atheist Voice Editor: editor@metroplexatheists.org 



 9                                                                                                                                                                                     Q1 2010 

 

 
 
By David L. Hudson Jr.  
First Amendment scholar  
01.26.10  

 

D 
isputes over the 
display of the Ten 
Commandments 
on public property 

continue to percolate in the 
lower courts and create contro-
versies in local communities. 

A three-judge panel of the 
6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled 2-1 in ACLU of Kentucky 
v. Grayson County on Jan. 15 
that a Ten Commandments dis-
play in a Kentucky county court-
house did not violate the estab-
lishment clause ð the part of 
the First Amendment that blocks 
government from endorsing or 
promoting religion. 

The differences between the 
majority and the dissenting 
judge highlight competing vi-
sions of the first 10 words of the 
First Amendment ð "Ten Tor-
tured Words," as author 
Stephen Mansfield has called 
them in a book title. 

In deciding that the Kentucky 
display had no religious pur-
pous, the 6th Circuit majority 
focused on the fact that the Ten 
Commandments were not dis-
played in isolation but in con-

junction with nine other historical 
documents, including the May-
flower Compact, the Declaration 
of Independence, the Magna 
Carta and others. The majority 
also said the so-cal led 
ñFoundations Displayò was on 
the second floor of the county 
cour thouse ,  where  was 
ñrelatively little foot traffic.ò 

Dissenting Judge Karen Nel-
son Moore blasted her col-
leaguesô decision as ñmisguided 
at best.ò She said county offi-
cials had a clear religious pur-
pose in displaying the Ten Com-
mandments and that the inclu-
sion of the other documents was 
merely subterfuge to mask that 
intent. 

The differences among the 
jurists in the Grayson County 
case are also reflected on the 
U.S. Supreme Court. In June 
2005, in the last days of the 
Rehnquist Court, the justices 
divided sharply over a pair of 
Ten Commandments cases, 
Van Orden v. Perry and 
McCreary County v. ACLU of 
Kentucky. 

In Van Orden, the Court 
ruled 5-4 that a Ten Command-
ments display that had stood in 
a Texas public park for 40 years 
did not violate the establishment 
clause. In McCreary County, the 
Court ruled 5-4 that much newer 

displays in two Kentucky county 
courthouses ð originally featur-
ing the Ten Commandments in 
isolation, then later including 
other documents ð did violate 
the establishment clause. 

In both decisions Justice 
Stephen Breyer voted with the 
majority, making him the ulti-
mate swing vote on this issue. 

Much speculation is afoot 
over how the current Court 
headed by Chief Justice G. Rob-
erts Jr. would rule in a similar 
case. Justice Samuel Alito Jr. 
has replaced Justice Sandra 
Day OôConnor, who voted to in-
validate the Ten Command-
ments displays in both Van Or-
den and McCreary County. Alito 
could vote with Roberts and 
Justices Antonin Scalia, Cla-
rence Thomas and Anthony 
Kennedy to form a group of five 
justices who might recalibrate 
the meaning of the establish-
ment clause. 

If public-interest law firms 
keep litigating and appealing 
Ten Commandments cases, and 
lower court judges keep issuing 
deeply divided opinions such as 
the 6th Circuit did in Grayson 
County, the high court might 
take another case involving the 
Decalogue to try to resolve the 
disagreements. 
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